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Europeans may be said to have first encountered the Chinese garden in Marco Polo's narrative of his travels
through the Mongol Empire and his years at the court of Kublai Khan. His account of a man-made lake
abundant with fish, a verdant green hill lush with trees, raised walkways, and a plethora of beasts and birds
took root in the European imagination as the description of a kind of Eden. Beginning in the sixteenth
century, permanent interaction between Europe and China took form, and Jesuit missionaries and travelers
recorded in letters and memoirs their admiration of Chinese gardens for their seeming naturalness. In the
eighteenth century, European taste for chinoiserie reached its height, and informed observers of the Far East
discovered that sophisticated and codified design principles lay behind the apparent simplicity of the Chinese
garden. The widespread appreciation of the eighteenth century gave way to rejection in the nineteenth, a
result of tensions over practical concerns such as trade imbalances and symbolized by the destruction of the
imperial park of Yuanming yuan by a joint Anglo-French military expedition.

In Ideas of Chinese Gardens, Bianca Maria Rinaldi has gathered an unparalleled collection of westerners'
accounts, many freshly translated and all expertly annotated, as well as images that would have accompanied
the texts as they circulated in Europe. Representing a great diversity of materials and literary genres,
Rinaldi's book includes more than thirty-five sources that span centuries, countries, languages, occupational
biases, and political aims. By providing unmediated firsthand accounts of the testimony of these travelers
and expatriates, Rinaldi illustrates how the Chinese garden was progressively lifted out of the realm of
fantasy into something that could be compared with, and have an impact on, European traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The ability that you get from Ideas of Chinese Gardens: Western Accounts, 1300-1860 (Penn Studies in
Landscape Architecture) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Ideas of
Chinese Gardens: Western Accounts, 1300-1860 (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Ideas of Chinese Gardens: Western
Accounts, 1300-1860 (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) instantly.

Larry Artz:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Ideas of
Chinese Gardens: Western Accounts, 1300-1860 (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture).

Stacy Brooks:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Ideas of Chinese Gardens: Western
Accounts, 1300-1860 (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) is simple to develop you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jamie Durbin:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book Ideas of Chinese Gardens: Western Accounts, 1300-1860 (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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