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Browsing through the pages of Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary, you will notice
something different: none of the Japanese entry words appearing in this book have been romanized. Some
people may be surprised by this feature, especially in that the book is seen as suitable for even absolute
beginners. Others (particularly the Japanese-language instructors who pointed out the need for such a
publication) will be delighted to find that a full-fledged furigana Japanese-English dictionary is finally
available.

What is furigana and why is it so important?
Furigana refers to the small kana that are printed above or alongside kanji to show the pronunciation of the
Chinese character. With furigana superscripts, the beginner who is familiar with hiragana and katakana is
able to read even the most difficult and obscure kanji at a glance. Other publications either provide little or
no guide to kanji readings or romanize some or all the Japanese words and sentences. Previously, romanized
Japanese dictionaries were of some value to students using textbooks that contained no Japanese script.
Recently, however, an increasing number of influential curriculums around the world are based on a
rationale and methodology that demands the introduction of hiragana and katakana from the earliest stages.
Learners and their teachers studying under such curriculums will inevitably feel more comfortable with a
dictionary like Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary, one that shows the pronunciation of kanji
with familiar and authentic kana script.

But it does not end there. The comprehensive 16,000-word basic vocabulary comprises a generous and
balanced selection of native Japanese words, kanji compounds, and foreign loanwords. Precise and
informative definitions, written specifically for English speakers, offer expert guidance on points of
grammar, meaning, style, orthography, pronunciation, and punctuation. Concise and insightful explanations
clarify even the most troublesome cultural terms. In addition there are 50,000 sample sentences that provide
a context-based understanding of how words are linked together to form authentic and natural Japanese
sentences.

Features that help expand word power and increase vocabulary skills have also been included in Kodansha's
Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary. Common collocations, derivatives, and compounds show how word
parts fit and work together. Comprehensive cross-referencing makes the learner aware of common synonyms
and antonyms, clarifying both meaning and usage. Finally, three appendices explain in detail such
complicated areas as conjugating verbs and adjectives, counting, and articulating foreign place names in
Japanese.

All of this and more in a portable format and at affordable price. Kodansha's furigana Japanese-English
Dictionary is the essential dictionary for all students of Japanese.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond McMillion:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Kodansha's Furigana
Japanese-English Dictionary (Kodansha Dictionaries) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Sylvia Silva:

The knowledge that you get from Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary (Kodansha Dictionaries)
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-
English Dictionary (Kodansha Dictionaries) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
Kodansha's Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary (Kodansha Dictionaries) instantly.

Jonas Jones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Kodansha's
Furigana Japanese-English Dictionary (Kodansha Dictionaries).

Nancy Ochoa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Kodansha's Furigana
Japanese-English Dictionary (Kodansha Dictionaries).
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