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People from India have been coming to Britain - risking their lives in voyages across the 'Kala Pani' (Black
waters) - since the beginning of the seventeenth century. Their story has both grand historical sweep and the
intimate drama of individual lives. They came as sailors, servants, wives, merchants, ambassadors and
scholars, sometimes for betterment or profit, sometimes for adventure, and sometimes for justice.
Occasionally, they became famous, like the Bengali Muslim calling himself 'John Morgan', a renowned
animal trainer, or Sake Dean Mahomed (1759-1851), 'shampooing surgeon' to the Royal Family. Often they
remained anonymous. After the 'Indian Mutiny' of 1857, the South Asian presence in Britain, more visible
than before, was also more sharply defined. 'Brown Victorians', now to be found in the docks and factories,
universities and theatres, law courts and hospitals - and eventually Parliament - played an increasingly
important role in British life. Through two world wars and the independence of India (and Pakistan), their
importance grew further. From the 1950s, increased immigration swelled the numbers of South Asians in
Britain, who experienced both racism and economic hardship as they strove to express their entrepreneurial
spirit and assert their religious identity. More recently still, growing radicalism among British-Asian youth
has led to new interest in the South-Asian community, its spirit, heritage and achievements.

The narrative is chronologically structured, beginning in 1600 and coming up to the present day. After an
introduction outlining the major themes and setting them in context, eight chapters examine key periods in
detail: 1) 'Earliest Asian Visitors and Settlers during the Pre-colonial Period, c. 1600-1750s', 2) 'Asian
Arrivals during Early Colonialism, 1750s-1790s', 3) 'Widening and Deepening of the South Asian Presence
in Britain, 1790s-1830s', 4) 'South Asian Settlers and Transient Networks and Communities in Britain,
1830s-1857' (all Michael Fisher), 5) 'Brown Victorians, 1857-1901', 6) 'From Empire to Decolonisation,
1901-1947' (Shompa Lahiri), 7) 'Migrating to the Mother Country: South Asian Settlement and the Post-war
boom 1947-80' and 8) 'Riding the storm of Thatcherism and Re-inventing Lives and Aspirations' (Shinder
Thandi).
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Nguyen:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this A South-Asian History of Britain: Four Centuries of Peoples from the Indian Sub-Continent.

Myrtle Anderson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying A South-Asian History of
Britain: Four Centuries of Peoples from the Indian Sub-Continent that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick A South-Asian History of
Britain: Four Centuries of Peoples from the Indian Sub-Continent become your personal starter.

Martin Hobson:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A South-Asian History of Britain: Four Centuries
of Peoples from the Indian Sub-Continent can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Carrie Francis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims A South-
Asian History of Britain: Four Centuries of Peoples from the Indian Sub-Continent.
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