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Jonathan Ascher, an acclaimed 1960s radical writer and cultural hero, has been dead for thirty years.
            When a would-be biographer approaches Ascher’s widow Martha, she delves for the first time into
her husband’s papers and all the secrets that come tumbling out of them. She finds journals that begin as a
wisecracking chronicle of life at the fringes of the New York literary scene, then recount Ascher’s sexual
adventures in the pre-Stonewall gay underground and the social upheavals that led to his famous book “JD.”
As Martha reads on, she finds herself in a long-distance conversation with her dead husband, fighting with
him again about their rocky marriage and learning about the unseen tragedy in her own apartment that ended
with the destruction of their son, Mickey. Mickey comes to life in the space between Jonathan and Martha’s
conflicting portraits of him, while Martha and the biographer tangle over the continued relevance of
Jonathan’s politics and his unfulfilled vision of a nation remade. Martha learns about herself, finally, through
her confrontation with a man who will not let her go, even in death.
            Mark Merlis’s JD is a brilliant and harrowing view of a half century of the American experiment,
acted out on a small stage by three people who cannot find a way—neither sex nor touch nor words—to
speak their love for one another.

“Many years after a '60s New York writer's death, his widow confronts their tumultuous marriage and
private identities through his journals. . . . JD's most masterful element is its treatment of these two
characters, both of whom spent their lives groping for contentment like one trying to find a light switch in a
darkened room. A great writer offers not just tight prose but also insight, a series of probing questions that
extend from the fictional world into the real one. JD asks who its characters were, and in doing so, forces the
reader to confront the intricate and fascinating politics of identity—Shelf Awareness for Readers, *starred
review
 
“A truly impressive work of literary fiction, JD documents author Mark Merlis as an extraordinary novelist
able to deftly craft a complex plot and populate it with a roster of inherently fascinating characters and
memorable events. The result is an entertaining and engaging read that will linger in the mind long after the
book is finished. Very highly recommended for both community and academic library literary fiction
collections.”—Midwest Book Review/Reviewer’s Bookwatch
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this JD: A Novel book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Diane Numbers:

Often the book JD: A Novel will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to
you. The book JD: A Novel is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Myrtle Galloway:

JD: A Novel can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing JD: A Novel nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Kellie Stephens:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be JD: A Novel why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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