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Any serious attempt to explain social life has to come to terms with sociology's positivist legacy. It is a
heritage on the one hand from the seventeenth-century political arithmeticians and the later moral
statisticians who believed that quantification would provide the basis for a dispassionate analysis of social
affairs; and on the other hand from the nineteenth-century post-Enlightenment social philosophers who were
eager to develop an empirical science of society that would enable them to control social conduct – just as
the physical sciences had provided the knowledge to tame nature. Yet every debate about the relation
between positivism and sociology is clouded by the diversity of uses of the term 'positivism' – uses that are
so varied that some can pronounce positivism dead while others find it still the vital force that dominates
sociology.

The particular merit of Peter Halfpenny's book is that it makes this diversity of uses its central theme. In
order to provide a clear basis from which to assess controversial questions about the contribution of the
positivist traditions to sociology, the book reviews twelve different important uses of the term 'positivism'
that have emerged at different times since the mid-nineteenth century, when Auguste Comte coined both
'positivism' and 'sociology'. This review is conducted by examining the historical development of the two
independent roots of modern sociological positivism – positivist philosophy and statistics – and by analysing
logical positivist philosophy, which in many ways defined the course of twentieth century philosophy of the
social (as well as the natural) sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social
Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) to read.

Frances Barrett:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge
Library Editions: Social Theory) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Philip Edwards:

The actual book Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social
Theory) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book
Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Sandra Bland:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social
Theory) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love
to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life with that book Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social
Theory). You can more appealing than now.
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