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Reckoning with Pinochet is the first comprehensive account of how Chile came to terms with General
Augusto Pinochet’s legacy of human rights atrocities. An icon among Latin America’s “dirty war” dictators,
Pinochet had ruled with extreme violence while building a loyal social base. Hero to some and criminal to
others, the general cast a long shadow over Chile’s future. Steve J. Stern recounts the full history of Chile’s
democratic reckoning, from the negotiations in 1989 to chart a post-dictatorship transition; through
Pinochet’s arrest in London in 1998; the thirtieth anniversary, in 2003, of the coup that overthrew President
Salvador Allende; and Pinochet’s death in 2006. He shows how transnational events and networks shaped
Chile’s battles over memory, and how the Chilean case contributed to shifts in the world culture of human
rights.

Stern’s analysis integrates policymaking by elites, grassroots efforts by human rights victims and activists,
and inside accounts of the truth commissions and courts where top-down and bottom-up initiatives met.
Interpreting solemn presidential speeches, raucous street protests, interviews, journalism, humor, cinema,
and other sources, he describes the slow, imperfect, but surprisingly forceful advance of efforts to revive
democratic values through public memory struggles, despite the power still wielded by the military and a
conservative social base including the investor class. Over time, resourceful civil-society activists and select
state actors won hard-fought, if limited, gains. As a result, Chileans were able to face the unwelcome past
more honestly, launch the world’s first truth commission to examine torture, ensnare high-level perpetrators
in the web of criminal justice, and build a public culture of human rights. Stern provides an important
conceptualization of collective memory in the wake of national trauma in this magisterial work of history.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Grant:

In other case, little people like to read book Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic
Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin America Otherwise). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory
Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin America Otherwise). You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Frank Monroe:

The book Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin America
Otherwise) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile,
1989–2006 (Latin America Otherwise)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin America
Otherwise) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search
the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lou Bryant:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Reckoning with Pinochet: The
Memory Question in Democratic Chile, 1989–2006 (Latin America Otherwise) book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Douglas Brownlee:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Reckoning with Pinochet: The Memory Question in Democratic Chile,
1989–2006 (Latin America Otherwise) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually



who have those short spare time problems.
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