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Drawing on comparative literature, ritual and performance studies, and the history of asceticism, Derek
Krueger explores how early Christian writers came to view writing as salvific, as worship through the
production of art. Exploring the emergence of new and distinctly Christian ideas about authorship in late
antiquity, Writing and Holiness probes saints' lives and hymns produced in the Greek East to reveal how the
ascetic call to imitate Christ's humility rendered artistic and literary creativity problematic. In claiming
authority and power, hagiographers appeared to violate the saintly practices that they sought to promote.
Christian writers meditated within their texts on these tensions and ultimately developed a new set of
answers to the question "What is an author?"

Each of the texts examined here used writing as a technique for the representation of holiness. Some are
narrative representations of saints that facilitate veneration; others are collections of accounts of miracles,
composed to publicize a shrine. Rather than viewing an author's piety as a barrier to historical inquiry,
Krueger argues that consideration of writing as a form of piety opens windows onto new modes of practice.
He interprets Christian authors as participants in the religious system they described, as devotees, monastics,
and faithful emulators of the saints, and he shows how their literary practice integrated authorship into other
Christian practices, such as asceticism, devotion, pilgrimage, liturgy, and sacrifice. In considering the
distinctly literary contributions to the formation of Christian piety in late antiquity, Writing and Holiness
uncovers Christian literary theories with implications for both Eastern and Western medieval literatures.
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From reader reviews:

Jared Williams:

Writing and Holiness: The Practice of Authorship in the Early Christian East (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into delight arrangement in writing Writing and Holiness: The Practice of Authorship in
the Early Christian East (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Nicole Reagan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for your requirements is Writing and Holiness: The Practice of Authorship in the Early Christian East
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Dale Fain:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Writing and
Holiness: The Practice of Authorship in the Early Christian East (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

David Moore:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly added. This
e-book Writing and Holiness: The Practice of Authorship in the Early Christian East (Divinations: Rereading
Late Ancient Religion) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to



get book that you simply wanted.
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