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This brief but inclusive biography of Franz Kafka and summary of many of his works, all illustrated
by Crumb, helps us understand the essence of Kafka and provide insight beyond the cliche
"Kafkaesque."

"What do I have in common with the Jews? I don't even have anything in common with myself." Nothing
could better express the essence of Franz Kafka, a man described by his friends as living behind a "glass
wall." Kafka wrote in the tradition of the great Yiddish storytellers, whose stock-in-trade was bizarre fantasy
tainted with hilarity and self-abasement. What he added to this tradition was an almost unbearably expanded
consciousness. Alienated from his roots, his family, his surroundings, and primarily from his own body,
Kafka created a unique literary language in which to hide away, transforming himself into a cockroach, an
ape, a dog, a mole or a circus artiste who starves himself to death in front of admiring crowds. David Zane
Mairowitz's brilliant text and the illustrations and comic panels of the world's greatest cartoonist, Robert
Crumb (himself no stranger to self-loathing and alienation), help us to understand the essence of Kafka and
provide insight beyond the cliche "Kafkaesque," peering through Kafka's glass wall like no other book
before it. The book is a wonderful educational tool for those unfamiliar with Kafka, including a brief but
inclusive biography as well as the plots of many of his works, all illustrated by Crumb, making this newly
designed edition a must-have for admirers of both Kafka and Crumb. Black-and-white comics throughout
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Here thing why this particular Kafka are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book
is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Kafka
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Kafka. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Kafka in e-book can be your alternate.

Jacqueline Campbell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Kafka book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Noel Stevens:

This Kafka are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Kafka can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Kafka giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Matthew Ramey:

The book Kafka will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Kafka is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.
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