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We like to think that science always illuminates. But the disturbing persistence of the concept of biological
determinism?the false idea that human behavior is genetically fixed or inherently programmed and therefore
is not susceptible to rapid change?shows that scientific research and concepts can be distorted to advance an
inhumane and sometimes deadly political agenda. It was biological determinism that formed the basis of the
theory of eugenics, which in turn led to the forced sterilization of "misfits" and the creation of Nazi death
camps.

In Killer Apes, Naked Apes, and Just Plain Nasty People, anthropologist Richard J. Perry delivers a scathing
critique of determinism. Exploring the historical context and enduring popularity of the movement over the
past century and a half, he debunks the facile and the reductionist thinking of so many popularizers of
biological determinism while considering why biological explanations have resonated in ways that serve to
justify deeply conservative points of view.

Moving through time, from the prevalence of overt racism in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
to "human nature" arguments, from the rise of sociobiology in the 1970s to the current fixation on
evolutionary psychology, the book argues that both history and cross-cultural studies amply demonstrate the
human capacity for growth and self-determination. Clearly written, conversational, and rationally argued,
this book promotes sound and careful research while skewering the bogus ideological assertions that have
been used to justify colonialism, slavery, gender discrimination, neoliberal economic policies, and the
general status quo.
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Killer Apes,
Naked Apes, and Just Plain Nasty People: The Misuse and Abuse of Science in Political Discourse is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Michael Roberts:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Killer Apes, Naked
Apes, and Just Plain Nasty People: The Misuse and Abuse of Science in Political Discourse which is finding
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Michael Grammer:

This Killer Apes, Naked Apes, and Just Plain Nasty People: The Misuse and Abuse of Science in Political
Discourse is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this Killer Apes, Naked Apes, and Just Plain Nasty People: The Misuse and Abuse of
Science in Political Discourse can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Joyce Jiminez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is Killer Apes, Naked Apes, and Just Plain Nasty People: The Misuse
and Abuse of Science in Political Discourse. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many



advantages.
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