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Sound coming from outside the field of vision, from somewhere beyond, holds a privileged place in the
Western imagination. When separated from their source, sounds seem to manifest transcendent realms,
divine powers, or supernatural forces. According to legend, the philosopher Pythagoras lectured to his
disciples from behind a veil, and two thousand years later, in the age of absolute music, listeners were
similarly fascinated with disembodied sounds, employing various techniques to isolate sounds from their
sources. With recording and radio came spatial and temporal separation of sounds from sources, and new
ways of composing music.

Sound Unseen: Acousmatic Sound in Theory and Practice explores the phenomenon of acousmatic sound.
An unusual and neglected word, "acousmatic" was first introduced into modern parlance in the mid-1960s by
avant garde composer of musique concrète Pierre Schaeffer to describe the experience of hearing a sound
without seeing its cause. Working through, and often against, Schaeffer's ideas, Brian Kane presents a
powerful argument for the central yet overlooked role of acousmatic sound in music aesthetics, sound
studies, literature, philosophy and the history of the senses. Kane investigates acousmatic sound from a
number of methodological perspectives -- historical, cultural, philosophical and musical -- and provides a
framework that makes sense of the many surprising and paradoxical ways that unseen sound has been
understood. Finely detailed and thoroughly researched, Sound Unseen pursues unseen sounds through a
stunning array of cases -- from Bayreuth to Kafka's "Burrow," Apollinaire to Zizek, music and metaphysics
to architecture and automata, and from Pythagoras to the present -- to offer the definitive account of
acousmatic sound in theory and practice.

The first major study in English of Pierre Schaeffer's theory of "acousmatics," Sound Unseen is an essential
text for scholars of philosophy of music, electronic music, sound studies, and the history of the senses.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Sound Unseen: Acousmatic
Sound in Theory and Practice. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Nancy Farley:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Sound Unseen: Acousmatic Sound in Theory and Practice as
your daily resource information.

Barbara Kimmel:

Often the book Sound Unseen: Acousmatic Sound in Theory and Practice has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Vincenza Nagel:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Sound Unseen: Acousmatic Sound in
Theory and Practice, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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