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"No mission too difficult, no sacrifice too great-Duty First!" For almost a century, from the Western Front of
World War I to the deserts of Iraq, this motto has spurred the soldiers who wear the shoulder patch bearing
the Big Red One. In this first comprehensive history of America's 1st Infantry Division, James Scott Wheeler
chronicles its major combat engagements and peacetime duties during its legendary service to the nation.

The oldest continuously serving division in the U.S. Army, the "Fighting First" has consistently played a
crucial role in America's foreign wars. It was the first American division to see combat and achieve victory
in World War I and set the standard for discipline, training, endurance, and tactical innovation. One of the
few intact divisions between the wars, it was the first army unit to train for amphibious warfare. During
World War II, the First Division spearheaded the invasions of North Africa and Sicily before leading the
Normandy invasion at Omaha Beach and fighting on through the Hurtgen Forest, the Battle of the Bulge, the
Ruhr Pocket, and deep into Germany. By war's end, it had developed successful combined-arms, regimental
combat teams and made advances in night operations.

Wheeler describes the First Division's critical role in postwar Germany and as the only combat division in
Europe during the early Cold War. After returning to the United States at Fort Riley, Kansas, the division
fought valiantly in Vietnam for five trying years, successfully protecting Saigon from major infiltration along
Highway 13 while pioneering "air-mobile" operations. It led the liberation of Kuwait in Desert Storm and
kept an uneasy peace in Bosnia and Kosovo. Along the way, Wheeler illuminates the division's
organizational evolution, its consistently remarkable commanders and leaders, and its equally remarkable
soldiers.

Meticulously detailed and engagingly written, The Big Red One nimbly combines historical narrative with
astute analysis of the unit's successes and failures, so that its story reflects the larger chronicle of America's
military experience over the past century.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Big Red One:
America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) to read.

Martha Skaggs:

The publication untitled The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to
Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm
(Modern War Studies) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Patrice Reese:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Big Red One: America's
Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World War I to Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) provide you with
a new experience in reading through a book.

Dawn Bliss:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Big Red One: America's Legendary 1st Infantry Division from World
War I to Desert Storm (Modern War Studies) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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