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Among the Maya of Xculoc, an isolated farming village in the lowland forests of the Yucatán peninsula,
children contribute to household production in considerable ways. Thus this village, the subject of
anthropologist Karen Kramer's study, affords a remarkable opportunity for understanding the economics of
childhood in a pre-modern agricultural setting.

Drawing on a range of theoretical perspectives and extensive data gathered over many years, Kramer
interprets the form, value, and consequences of children's labor in this maize-based culture. She looks
directly at family size and birth spacing as they figure in the economics of families; and she considers the
timing of children's economic contributions and their role in underwriting the cost of large families. Kramer's
findings--in particular, that the children of Xculoc begin to produce more than they consume long before
they marry and leave home--have a number of interesting implications for the study of family reproductive
decisions and parent-offspring conflict, and for debates within anthropology over children's contributions in
hunter/gatherer versus agricultural societies.

With its theoretical breadth, and its detail on crop yields, reproductive histories, diet, work scheduling, and
agricultural production, this book sets a new standard for measuring and interpreting child productivity in a
subsistence farming community.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

This Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm
can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm having fine arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Bunnell:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Maya Children: Helpers at the
Farm can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Nicole Reagan:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Erin Kizer:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Maya Children: Helpers at the Farm when you required it?
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