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The Flying Goat (Jonathan Cape, 1939) features sixteen diverse stories from slapstick sketches to portraits of
marital tension; one Uncle Silas tale; and three that hark back to Bates's boyhood roots.

'A Funny Thing' is an escalating bragging match between Uncle Silas and Uncle Cosmos. Cosmos is
modelled on Bates's paternal grandfather, Charles Lawrence, who was "known about Rushden as a dapper
and dashing figure who spent his holidays in the south of France, where he reputedly had a number of
mistresses". A television adaptation starring Albert Finney was aired in 2003.

In a cautionary tale, ever-relevant today, 'Shot Actress – Full Story' is an account of the death of a former
actress, and of the damaging effect of rumours. In commenting on the public's obsession with scandal and
journalism, the tale reflects Bates's early newspaper work at the Northamptonshire Chronicle as well as a
wider social commentary.

The Times Literary Supplement singled out 'The White Pony' and 'The Ox' as "faultless things, jewels as
luminous and as finely cut as any Mr. Bates has turned out. In each of them the evocative strength of his
countryside pictures is joined to a still and poignant emotion that seems to project a background of universal
experience for a particular sorrow."

The bonus story 'Pensioned Off' is a sensitive and touching tale of a Latin teacher approaching the end of his
career, reflecting on his obsolete methods of trying to teach a dying language. The story is based in part on
Bates's own Latin teacher who he described as "extremely fat", so in a sweetly comic moment we hear how
he fasts every Thursday so as not to become obese. Published in the New Adelphi (1929), and not
republished since.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

Typically the book The Flying Goat has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking
over this book.

Terrance Oneal:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Flying Goat is simple to bring
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Bruce Jackson:

This The Flying Goat is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
little digest in reading this The Flying Goat can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Gilbert Phillips:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Flying Goat or others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes The Flying Goat to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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