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Walter Benjamin's essays on the great French lyric poet Charles Baudelaire revolutionized not just the way
we think about Baudelaire, but our understanding of modernity and modernism as well. In these essays,
Benjamin challenges the image of Baudelaire as late-Romantic dreamer, and evokes instead the modern poet
caught in a life-or-death struggle with the forces of the urban commodity capitalism that had emerged in
Paris around 1850. The Baudelaire who steps forth from these pages is the flâneur who affixes images as he
strolls through mercantile Paris, the ragpicker who collects urban detritus only to turn it into poetry, the
modern hero willing to be marked by modern life in its contradictions and paradoxes. He is in every instance
the modern artist forced to commodify his literary production: "Baudelaire knew how it stood with the poet:
as a flâneur he went to the market; to look it over, as he thought, but in reality to find a buyer." Benjamin
reveals Baudelaire as a social poet of the very first rank.

The introduction to this volume presents each of Benjamin's essays on Baudelaire in chronological order.
The introduction, intended for an undergraduate audience, aims to articulate and analyze the major motifs
and problems in these essays, and to reveal the relationship between the essays and Benjamin's other central
statements on literature, its criticism, and its relation to the society that produces it.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Writer of Modern Life: Essays on
Charles Baudelaire. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book The Writer of Modern Life: Essays on Charles Baudelaire. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's read.

Sandra Snyder:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Writer of Modern Life:
Essays on Charles Baudelaire is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Nora Carter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book The Writer of Modern Life: Essays on Charles Baudelaire it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Rose Buck:

Beside this particular The Writer of Modern Life: Essays on Charles Baudelaire in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have The Writer of Modern Life: Essays on Charles Baudelaire because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from
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