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Toward the end of the fifteenth century, Spanish Christians near the border of Castile and Muslim-ruled
Granada held complex views about religious tolerance. People living in frontier cities bore much of the cost
of war against Granada and faced the greatest risk of retaliation, but had to reconcile an ideology of holy war
with the genuine admiration many felt for individual members of other religious groups. After a century of
near-continuous truces, a series of political transformations in Castile—including those brought about by the
civil wars of Enrique IV's reign, the final war with Granada, and Fernando and Isabel's efforts to reestablish
royal authority—incited a broad reaction against religious minorities. As Thomas Devaney shows, this active
hostility was triggered by public spectacles that emphasized the foreignness of Muslims, Jews, and recent
converts to Christianity.

Enemies in the Plaza traces the changing attitudes toward religious minorities as manifested in public
spectacles ranging from knightly tournaments, to religious processions, to popular festivals. Drawing on
contemporary chronicles and municipal records as well as literary and architectural evidence, Devaney
explores how public pageantry originally served to dissipate the anxieties fostered by the give-and-take of
frontier culture and how this tradition of pageantry ultimately contributed to the rejection of these
compromises. Through vivid depictions of frontier personalities, cities, and performances, Enemies in the
Plaza provides an account of how public spectacle served to negotiate and articulate the boundaries between
communities as well as to help Castilian nobles transform the frontier's religious ambivalence into holy war.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Enemies in the Plaza: Urban Spectacle and the End of Spanish Frontier
Culture, 1460-1492 (The Middle Ages Series).

Cheryl Cooley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Enemies in the
Plaza: Urban Spectacle and the End of Spanish Frontier Culture, 1460-1492 (The Middle Ages Series) is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bruce Patton:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Enemies in the Plaza: Urban Spectacle and the End of Spanish Frontier Culture, 1460-1492 (The Middle
Ages Series).

William Jones:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Enemies in
the Plaza: Urban Spectacle and the End of Spanish Frontier Culture, 1460-1492 (The Middle Ages Series)
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Enemies in the Plaza:
Urban Spectacle and the End of Spanish Frontier Culture, 1460-1492 (The Middle Ages Series) giving you



an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?
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