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The hardline, uncompromising theology preached by the English Church in the 16th and 17th Centuries had
disturbing effects on the literature of the period. This study, originally published in 1983, assesses the
importance of the prevailing religious climate to the work of several major writers, both in and out of
sympathy with the contemporary protestantism. It is argued that the accepted view of the period as
essentially 'Christian-Humanist' obscures the harsher aspects of a Calvinism which throws into relief the
agonies of a writer like Donne, the acceptances of one like George Herbert.

Many writers rejected more or less explicitly the Christian dogma, through the heroic assertion of human
potential in Shakespearean and other dramatic characters, the nihilism of Marlowe, or the secular rationalism
of Bacon and Hobbes. Milton is central to this complex weft of belief and rejection, piety and atheism,
acceptance of predestination and determination to accept fate, that characterises the period.

Finally, Sinfield shows how this protestantism disintegrated under the strain of internal contradictions and
external pressures, and in the process helped to stimulate secularism. In this original and clearly written
book, scholarship is deployed unobstrusively to place many major works in an unaccustomed and stimulating
perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Stallings:

The book Literature in Protestant England, 1560-1660 (Routledge Revivals) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Literature in
Protestant England, 1560-1660 (Routledge Revivals)? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Literature in Protestant England, 1560-1660 (Routledge Revivals) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

John Bonilla:

This book untitled Literature in Protestant England, 1560-1660 (Routledge Revivals) to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jon Watson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Literature in Protestant England, 1560-1660
(Routledge Revivals) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Literature in
Protestant England, 1560-1660 (Routledge Revivals) as good book but not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sally Canady:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Literature in Protestant England,
1560-1660 (Routledge Revivals) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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