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In Alien Agency, Chris Salter tells three stories of art in the making. Salter examines three works in which
the materials of art -- the "stuff of the world" -- behave and perform in ways beyond the creator's intent,
becoming unknown, surprising, alien. Studying these works -- all three deeply embroiled in and enabled by
science and technology -- allows him to focus on practice through the experiential and affective elements of
creation. Drawing on extensive ethnographic observation and on his own experience as an artist, Salter
investigates how researcher-creators organize the conditions for these experimental, performative
assemblages -- assemblages that sidestep dichotomies between subjects and objects, human and nonhuman,
mind and body, knowing and experiencing.

Salter reports on the sound artists Bruce Odland and Sam Auinger (O+A) and their efforts to capture and
then project unnoticed urban sounds; tracks the multi-year project TEMA (Tissue Engineered Muscle
Actuators) at the art research lab SymbioticA and its construction of a hybrid "semi-living" machine from
specially grown mouse muscle cells; and describes a research-creation project (which he himself initiated)
that uses light, vibration, sound, smell, and other sensory stimuli to enable audiences to experience other
cultures' "ways of sensing." Combining theory, diary, history, and ethnography, Salter also explores a
broader question: How do new things emerge into the world and what do they do?
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From reader reviews:

Gerri Townsend:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Alien Agency: Experimental Encounters with Art
in the Making will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Gregory Throop:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Alien Agency: Experimental Encounters with Art in
the Making is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Edna Kissel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled Alien Agency: Experimental Encounters with Art in the Making
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Linda Matthews:

This Alien Agency: Experimental Encounters with Art in the Making is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Alien
Agency: Experimental Encounters with Art in the Making in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right
but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?
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