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As banks crashed, belts tightened, and cupboards emptied across the country, American prisons grew fat.
Doing Time in the Depression tells the story of the 1930s as seen from the cell blocks and cotton fields of
Texas and California prisons, state institutions that held growing numbers of working people from around
the country and the world overwhelmingly poor, disproportionately non-white, and displaced by economic
crisis. Ethan Blue paints a vivid portrait of everyday life inside Texas and California's penal systems. Each
element of prison life from numbing boredom to hard labor, from meager pleasure in popular culture to
crushing pain from illness or violence demonstrated a contest between keepers and the kept. From the
moment they arrived to the day they would leave, inmates struggled over the meanings of race and manhood,
power and poverty, and of the state itself. In this richly layered account, Blue compellingly argues that
punishment in California and Texas played a critical role in producing a distinctive set of class, race, and
gender identities in the 1930s, some of which reinforced the social hierarchies and ideologies of New Deal
America, and others of which undercut and troubled the established social order. He reveals the underside of
the modern state in two very different prison systems, and the making of grim institutions whose power
would only grow across the century.
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From reader reviews:

Gussie Steller:

The book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History
and Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the great thing like a book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California
Prisons (American History and Culture)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American
History and Culture) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marla Brinker:

This Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and
Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and
Culture) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American
History and Culture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bryan Foxworth:

Often the book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American
History and Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The
book Doing Time in the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and
Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Vanessa Gilliam:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,



there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Doing Time in
the Depression: Everyday Life in Texas and California Prisons (American History and Culture).
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