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Extras, bit players, and stand-ins have been a part of the film industry almost from its conception. On a
personal and a professional level, their stories are told in Hollywood Unknowns, the first history devoted to
extras from the silent era through the present.

Hollywood Unknowns discusses the relationship of the extra to the star, the lowly position in which extras
were held, the poor working conditions and wages, and the sexual exploitation of many of the hardworking
women striving for a place in Hollywood society. Though mainly anonymous, many are identified by name
and, for perhaps the first time, receive equal billing with the stars. And Hollywood Unknowns does not forget
the bit players, stand-ins, and doubles, who work alongside the extras facing many of the same privations.
Celebrity extras, silent stars who ended their days as extras, or members of various ethnic groups--all gain a
deserved luster in acclaimed film writer Anthony Slide's prose. Chapters document the lives and work of
extras from the 1890s to the present. Slide also treats such subjects as the Hollywood Studio Club, Central
Casting, the extras in popular literature, and the efforts at unionization through the Screen Actors Guild from
the 1930s onwards.
Slide chronicles events such as John Barrymore's walking off set in the middle of the day so the extras could
earn another day's wages, and Cecil B. DeMille's masterful organizing of casts of thousands in films such as
Cleopatra. Through personal interviews, oral histories, and the use of newly available archival material,
Slide reveals in Hollywood Unknowns the story of the men, women, and even animals that completed the
scenes on the silver screen.
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

In other case, little folks like to read book Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and
Stand-Ins. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Margaret Coleman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras,
Bit Players, and Stand-Ins book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Francis Knapp:

Typically the book Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Hollywood Unknowns: A History of
Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Larry Gregg:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit Players, and Stand-Ins your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Hollywood Unknowns: A History of Extras, Bit
Players, and Stand-Ins giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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