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Mexico's leading poet, essayist, and cultural critic writes of a Mexican poet of another time and another
world, the world of seventeenth-century New Spain. His subject is Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, the most
striking figure in all of Spanish-American colonial literature and one of the great poets of her age.

Her life reads like a novel. A spirited and precocious girl, one of six illegitimate children, is sent to live with
relatives in the capital city. She becomes known for her beauty, wit, and amazing erudition, and is taken into
the court as the Vicereine's protégée. For five years she enjoys the pleasures of life at court--then abruptly, at
twenty, enters a convent for life. Yet, no recluse, she transforms the convent locutory into a literary and
intellectual salon; she amasses an impressive library and collects scientific instruments, reads insatiably,
composes poems, and corresponds with literati in Spain. To the consternation of the prelates of the Church,
she persists in circulating her poems, redolent more of the court than the cloister. Her plays are performed,
volumes of her poetry are published abroad, and her genius begins to be recognized throughout the Hispanic
world. Suddenly she surrenders her books, forswears all literary pursuits, and signs in blood a renunciation of
secular learning. The rest is silence. She dies two years later, at forty-six.

Octavio Paz has long been intrigued by the enigmas of Sor Juana's personality and career. Why did she
become a nun? How could she renounce her lifelong passion for writing and learning? Such questions can be
answered only in the context of the world in which she lived. Paz gives a masterly portrayal of the life and
culture of New Spain and the political and ideological forces at work in that autocratic, theocratic, male-
dominated society, in which the subjugation of women was absolute.

Just as Paz illuminates Sor Juana's life by placing it in its historical setting, so he situates her work in relation
to the traditions that nurtured it. With critical authority he singles out the qualities that distinguish her work
and mark her uniqueness as a poet. To Paz her writings, like her life, epitomize the struggle of the individual,
and in particular the individual woman, for creative fulfillment and self-expression.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

This Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) can bring any time you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) having fine arrangement in word
and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Julia Hale:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath)
is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Patricia Howard:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get before. The Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

David Mathews:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year.
As we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just



simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Sor Juana: Or, the Traps of Faith (Or, the Traps of Fiath). You can more appealing than now.
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