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This beautifully illustrated and profoundly original volume of essays by the New York poet and critic John
Yau mounts one of the most eloquent defenses of the art and vision of Jasper Johns ever written--going well
past tired and traditional Formalist readings of the artist's work to propose a completely new way of reading
them: One that is intensely human. Praised by renowned American art historian and critic Jack Flam as, "a
brilliantly attentive and original reading of Jasper Johns' work," this volume not only makes many aspects of
the artist's work accessible for the first time, but also reveals an emotional tenor to the man whom so many
critics have characterized, wrongly, according to Yau, as aloof or hermetic.
Expanding upon the ideas he laid out in The United States of Jasper Johns, published in 1996 by Zoland
Books, Yau traces the ways that the artist's work conveys a connection to the common experience--a "sense
of life" that encompasses thoughts, memory, consumption, excretion, life, death, time and mortality. Yau's
readings of the works are broadened by statements from conversations between the poet and artist that have
taken place over the course of the last 30 years. Lending to this sense of intimacy, many of the works
collected in this volume come directly from the artist's studio or his private collection, and have rarely been
reproduced before. According to Flam, "John Yau focuses his attention on how the artist's pioneering
paintings relate to life as it is lived--and on what they tell us about what it means to be mortal and alive in
time. Along the way, Yau cuts a much-needed clearing through the tangle of narrowly self-reflexive
interpretations that have plagued so much critical writing on Johns' work during the past half century--
providing a fresh approach and opening our eyes to Johns' accomplishment in revealing ways. This is a
groundbreaking book, written with both precision and passion. It should be read by everyone who cares
about modern painting."
John Yau is a poet and critic. He is the author of several books, including The Passionate Spectator: Essays
on Art and Poetry, Paradiso Diaspora and Borrowed Love Poems, as well as contributions to monographs
and catalogues on Joan Mitchell, Jessica Stockholder, Wifredo Lam and Hiroshi Sugimoto. Since 2004, he
has been the Arts Editor of the Brooklyn Rail. He has taught at the University of California, Berkeley, Yale
University and the Maryland Institute College of Art, and is currently an Associate Professor of Critical
Studies at Mason Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers University. He received a Guggenheim Fellowship in
Poetry in 2006-2007.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the guide untitled A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Marilyn Apperson:

A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Thing Among Things: The Art of
Jasper Johns but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.

Louise Rosenbaum:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Thing Among Things: The Art of
Jasper Johns reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty A Thing Among Things: The
Art of Jasper Johns as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication
that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Lynn Jordan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is A Thing Among Things: The Art of Jasper Johns this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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