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Phyllis Rose, after a career of reading from syllabuses and writing about canonical books, decided to read
like an explorer. She "wanted to sample, more democratically, the actual ground of literature." Casting
herself into the untracked wilderness of the New York Society Library's stacks, she chose a shelf of fiction
almost at random and read her way through it. Unsure of what she would find, she was nonetheless certain
"that no one in the history of the world had read exactly this series of novels."
What results is a spirited experiment in "Off-Road or Extreme Reading." Rose's shelf of roughly thirty books
has everything she could wish for?a remarkable variety of authors and a range of literary ambitions and
styles. The early-nineteenth-century Russian classic A Hero of Our Time by Mikhail Lermontov is spine by
spine with The Phantom of the Opera by Gaston Leroux. Stories of French Canadian farmers sit beside tales
about aristocratic Austrians. California detective novels abut a novel from an Afrikaans writer who fascinates
Rose to the extent that she ends up watching a YouTube video of his funeral.
Curious about the life of writers across a broad spectrum of time and space, with a keen interest in the
challenges for literary women, Rose occasionally follows her reading with personal encounters. One of her
favorite discoveries is the contemporary American novelist Rhoda Lerman, in whom she believes that she
has found an unrecognized Grace Paley?"another funny feminist humane earth-mother Jewish writer." But
Lerman, who becomes a friend, turns out to be not "another" anything: in addition to writing she now raises
prizewinning Newfoundlands and "talks of champion canines with the reverence I reserve for Alice Munro."
A joyous testament to the thrill of engagement with books high and low, The Shelf leaves us with the feeling
that there are treasures to be found on every library or bookstore shelf. Rose investigates her own discoveries
with exuberance, candor, and wit while exploring and relishing the centripetal nature of reading in the
Internet age. Measuring her finds against her own inner shelf?those texts that accompany her through
life?she creates an original and generous portrait of the literary enterprise.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Harrill:

This The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme Reading usually are reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in
Extreme Reading can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme Reading forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Joseph Moody:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Shelf: From
LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme Reading which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.

Jerry Ingle:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme
Reading. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

April Baker:

You can obtain this The Shelf: From LEQ to LES: Adventures in Extreme Reading by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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