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Do you believe that Ring Around the Rosie refers to the Black Death? Or that Eskimos have 50 (or 500)
words for "snow"? Or that "Posh" is an acronym for "Port Out, Starboard Home"? If so, you badly need this
book. In Word Myths, David Wilton debunks some of the most spectacularly wrong word histories in
common usage, giving us the real stories behind many linguistic urban legends.
Readers will discover the true history behind such popular words and expressions such as "rule of thumb,"
"the whole nine yards," "hot dog," "raining cats and dogs," "chew the fat," "AWOL," "under the weather,"
"in like Flynn," "Dixie," "son of a gun," "tinker's damn," and many more. We learn that SOS was not
originally an acronym for "Save Our Ship" or "Save Our Souls," but was chosen because the morse code
signal (3 dots, 3 dashes, 3 dots) was easy to send and recognize. Also, "let the cat out of the bag" does not
refer to the whip (the "cat") used to punish sailors aboard ship. The term "upset" (to defeat unexpectedly)
does not date from the horse race when the heavily favored Man O' War was beaten by a nag named Upset
(Upset was the only horse ever to defeat Man O' War, but the word predates the race by half a century). And
Thomas Crapper did not invent the flush toilet, nor do the words "crap" or "crapper" derive from his name.
As Wilton quashes these word myths, he offers us the best of both worlds: not only do we learn the many
wrong stories behind these words, we also learn why and how they were created--and what the real story is.
"Think 'hot dog' was coined by a New York baseball vendor, or that a certain vulgarity originated as an
acronym? Then you need to read this book, which shows that some of the best etymological stories are just
tall tales." --Chicago Tribune (10 Best Books About Language, 2004)
"Most everything you know about word and phrase origins is likely to be wrong, and David Wilton proves it
with a light touch and a wealth of fascinating case histories. Absolutely everyone with an interest in language
will love this book." --J.E. Lighter, Editor, Historical Dictionary of American Slang

 Download Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends ...pdf

 Read Online Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends ...pdf

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0195375572


Download and Read Free Online Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends David Wilton

From reader reviews:

Beverly Brown:

The book Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Word Myths: Debunking
Linguistic Urban Legends to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a
guide Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Serafina Hayes:

Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Word Myths: Debunking
Linguistic Urban Legends however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage
of crucial contemplating.

David Otten:

You can obtain this Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Alice Olivares:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends when you essential it?
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