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Miles Davis and Juliette Greco, Jackson Pollock and Jack Kerouac, Marlon Brando and Bob Dylan and
William Burroughs.
What do all these people have in common? Fame, of course, and undeniable talent. But most of all, they
were cool.
Birth of the Cool is a stunningly illustrated, brilliantly written cultural history of the American avant-garde in
the 1940s and 1950s -- the decades in which cool was born. From intimate interviews with cool icons like
poet Allen Ginsberg, bop saxophonist Jackie McLean, and Living Theatre cofounder Judith Malina, award-
winning journalist and poet Lewis MacAdams extracts the essence of cool. Taking us inside the most
influential and experimental art movements of the twentieth century -- from the Harlem jazz joints where
Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker invented bebop to the back room at Max's Kansas City when Andy
Warhol was holding court to backstage at the Newport Folk Festival the night Bob Dylan went electric, from
Surrealism to the Black Mountain School to Zen -- MacAdams traces the evolution of cool from the very
fringes of society to the mainstream.
Born of World War II, raised on atomic-age paranoia, cast out of the culture by the realities of racism and the
insanity of the Cold War, cool is now, perversely, as conventional as you can get. Allen Ginsberg suited up
for Gap ads. Volvo appropriated a phrase from Jack Kerouac's On the Road for its TV commercials. How
one became the other is a terrific story, and it is presented here in a gorgeous package, rich with the coolest
photographs of the black-and-white era from Robert Doisneau, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Man Ray, and many
others.
Drawing a direct line between Lester Young wearing his pork-pie hat and his crepe-sole shoes staring out his
hotel window at Birdland to the author's three-year-old daughter saying "cool" while watching a Scooby-Doo
cartoon at the cusp of a new millennium, Birth of the Cool is a cool book about a hot subject...maybe even
the coolest book ever.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde this e-book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Stephen Adams:

This Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde is new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Birth Of The Cool:
Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Nancy Ochoa:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the
American Avant Garde or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Donna Willeford:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde when you desired it?
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