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We all know what frak, popularized by television's cult hit Battlestar Galactica, really means. But what
about feck? Or ferkin? Or foul--as in FUBAR, or "Fouled Up Beyond All Recognition"?

In a thoroughly updated edition of The F-Word, Jesse Sheidlower offers a rich, revealing look at the f-bomb
and its illimitable uses. Since the fifteenth century, no other word has been adapted, interpreted, euphemized,
censored, and shouted with as much ardor or force; imagine Dick Cheney telling Democratic Senator Patrick
Leahy to "go damn himself" on the Senate floor--it doesn't have quite the same impact as what was really
said. Sheidlower cites this and other notorious examples throughout history, from the satiric sixteenth-
century poetry of James Cranstoun to the bawdy parodies of Lord Rochester in the seventeenth century, to
more recent uses by Ernest Hemingway, Jack Kerouac, Ann Sexton, Norman Mailer, Liz Phair, Anthony
Bourdain, Junot Diaz, Jenna Jameson, Amy Winehouse, Jon Stewart, and Bono (whose use of the word at
the Grammys nearly got him fined by the FCC).

Collectively, these references and the more than one hundred new entries they illustrate double the size of
The F-Word since its previous edition. Thousands of added quotations come from newly available electronic
databases and the resources of the OED, expanding the range of quotations to cover British, Canadian,
Australian, New Zealand, Irish, and South African uses in addition to American ones. Thus we learn why a
fugly must hone his or her sense of humor, why Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau muttered "fuddle
duddle" in the Commons, and why Fanny Adams is so sweet. A fascinating introductory essay explores the
word's history, reputation, and changing popularity over time. and a new Foreword by comedian, actor, and
author Lewis Black offers readers a smart and entertaining take on the book and its subject matter.

Oxford dictionaries have won renown for their expansive, historical approach to words and their
etymologies. The F-Word offers all that and more in an entertaining and informative look at a word that,
while now largely accepted as an integral part of the English language, still confounds, provokes, and
scandalizes.
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From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The F-Word
book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jennie Miller:

This The F-Word are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
reason of this The F-Word can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this The F-Word giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Fannie Garcia:

The F-Word can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The F-Word yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Angela Smith:

You can obtain this The F-Word by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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