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The civil rights struggle was convulsing the nation, its violence broadcast into every living room. Against
this fraught background, Sidney Poitier emerged as an image of dignity, discipline, and moral authority. Here
was the picture-perfect black man, helping German nuns build a chapel in The Lilies of the Field and
overcoming the prejudices of recalcitrant students in To Sir with Love, a redneck sheriff in In the Heat of the
Night, and a prospective father-in-law in Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. In his characters’ restrained
responses to white people’s ignorance and bad behavior, Poitier represented racial reconciliation and
reciprocal respect—the “Poitier effect” that Sharon Willis traces through cinema and television from the civil
rights era to our own.

The Poitier effect, in Willis’s account, is a function of white wishful thinking about race relations. It
represents a dream of achieving racial reconciliation and equality without any substantive change to the
white world. This notion of change without change conforms smoothly with a fantasy of colorblindness, a
culture in which difference makes no difference. Willis demonstrates how Poitier’s embodiment of such a
fantasy figures in the popular cinema of the civil rights era—and reasserts itself in recent melodramas such
as The Long Walk Home, Pleasantville, Far from Heaven, and The Help.

From change without change to change we can believe in, her book reveals how the Poitier effect,
complicated by contemporary ideas about feminism, sexuality, and privilege, continues to inform our
collective memory as well as our visions of a postracial society.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

The reserve with title The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Ralph Garibay:

Beside this particular The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of
Reconciliation because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Allison Sala:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and
Fantasies of Reconciliation can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Poitier
Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation.

Brandon Erickson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of
Reconciliation was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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