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Gull chicks beg for food from their parents. Peacocks spread their tails to attract potential mates. Meerkats
alert family members of the approach of predators. But are these--and other animals--sometimes dishonest?
That's what William Searcy and Stephen Nowicki ask in The Evolution of Animal Communication. They take
on the fascinating yet perplexing question of the dependability of animal signaling systems.

The book probes such phenomena as the begging of nesting birds, alarm calls in squirrels and primates,
carotenoid coloration in fish and birds, the calls of frogs and toads, and weapon displays in crustaceans. Do
these signals convey accurate information about the signaler, its future behavior, or its environment? Or do
they mislead receivers in a way that benefits the signaler? For example, is the begging chick really hungry as
its cries indicate or is it lobbying to get more food than its brothers and sisters?

Searcy and Nowicki take on these and other questions by developing clear definitions of key issues, by
reviewing the most relevant empirical data and game theory models available, and by asking how well theory
matches data. They find that animal communication is largely reliable--but that this basic reliability also
allows the clever deceiver to flourish. Well researched and clearly written, their book provides new insight
into animal communication, behavior, and evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Evolution
of Animal Communication: Reliability and Deception in Signaling Systems? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cathy Lantz:

This The Evolution of Animal Communication: Reliability and Deception in Signaling Systems are generally
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Evolution of
Animal Communication: Reliability and Deception in Signaling Systems can be among the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Evolution of
Animal Communication: Reliability and Deception in Signaling Systems forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jessica Adkins:

The book with title The Evolution of Animal Communication: Reliability and Deception in Signaling
Systems has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.

Benjamin Herrera:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Evolution of Animal Communication: Reliability and Deception in Signaling
Systems can make you sense more interested to read.
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