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“A searching, sensitive, and engagingly witty meditation.” —Lyndall Gordon
 
“What a great pleasure this gorgeous little book has given me! It should be offered everywhere indeed, and at
every museum shop on earth.”—Honor Moore
 
A fascinating meditation on art and personality, Patricia Vigderman’s exploration of Isabella Stewart
Gardner’s famous Boston museum radiates out from its subject to investigate Garnder’s legacy of luxury and
willfulness.  Isabella Gardner’s high spirits and aesthetic pleasure, her women friends and female power, her
friendships with the adventurers and aesthetes of her world, are gathered into this engrossing investigation of
patronage and passion.  Blending biography, memoir, philosophy, and detective story, The Memory Palace is
more than a tribute to the museum and the woman; it is an altogether new genre.  Vigderman’s witty and
intimate quest for her subject sets a literary precedent for the appreciation of artistic imagination.  Loosening
up the past, entering its mysteries and its memories, she reminds us that we change our lives when we begin
a relationship with art.  

Patricia Vigderman grew up in Washington, D.C., and Europe. She graduated from Vassar College, after
which a circuitous course led her through editing, translating, freelance journalism, teaching, marriage,
motherhood, divorce, a doctoral dissertation (on nineteenth-century novels as film, as history, and as
autobiography), and a lot of time in museums. Her recent writing has appeared in The Georgia Review,
Harvard Review, The Iowa Review, The Kenyon Review, Mid-American Review, Northwest Review, Raritan,
Seneca Review, and Southwest Review. She divides her year between Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
Gambier, Ohio, where she teaches in the English department at Kenyon College. She is married to the writer
Lewis Hyde.
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From reader reviews:

Ivory Hughes:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Memory Palace of Isabella
Stewart Gardner? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Pat Clark:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart
Gardner can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Daniels:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be study. The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Richard Plummer:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Memory Palace of Isabella Stewart Gardner. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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