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Endless economic growth rests on a belief in the limitless abundance of the natural world. But when did
people begin to believe that societies should—even that they must—expand in wealth indefinitely? In The
Great Delusion, the historian and storyteller Steven Stoll weaves past and present together through the life of
a strange and brooding nineteenth-century German engineer and technological utopian named John
Adolphus Etzler, who pursued universal wealth from the inexhaustible forces of nature: wind, water, and
sunlight. The Great Delusion neatly demonstratesthat Etzler's fantasy has become our reality and that we
continue to live by some of the same economic assumptions that he embraced. Like Etzler, we assume that
the transfer of matter from environments into the economy is not bounded by any condition of those
environments and that energy for powering our cars and iPods will always exist. Like Etzler, we think of
growth as progress, a turn in the meaning of that word that dates to the moment when a soaring productive
capacity fused with older ideas about human destiny. The result is economic growth as we know it, notas
measured by the gross domestic product but as the expectation that our society depends on continued
physical expansion in order to survive.
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From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

The feeling that you get from The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian
Origins of Economic Growth may be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the
more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Great
Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor,
Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth instantly.

Joseph Kidwell:

Often the book The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of
Economic Growth has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Linda Hill:

The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor, Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins
of Economic Growth however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Betty Dunham:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Great Delusion: A Mad Inventor,
Death in the Tropics, and the Utopian Origins of Economic Growth is simple to develop you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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