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The Charles River Basin, extending nine miles upstream from the harbor, has been called Boston's "Central
Park." Yet few realize that this apparently natural landscape is a totally fabricated public space. Two hundred
years ago the Charles was a tidal river, edged by hundreds of acres of salt marshes and mudflats. Inventing
the Charles River describes how, before the creation of the basin could begin, the river first had to be
imagined as a single public space. The new esplanades along the river changed the way Bostonians perceived
their city; and the basin, with its expansive views of Boston and Cambridge, became an iconic image of the
metropolis.

The book focuses on the precarious balance between transportation planning and stewardship of the public
realm. Long before the esplanades were realized, great swaths of the river were given over to industrial
enterprises and transportation -- millponds, bridges, landfills, and a complex network of road and railway
bridges. In 1929, Boston's first major highway controversy erupted when a four-lane road was proposed as
part of a new esplanade. At twenty-year intervals, three riverfront road disputes followed, successively more
complex and disputatious, culminating in the lawsuits over "Scheme Z," the Big Dig's plan for eighteen lanes
of highway ramps and bridges over the river. More than four hundred photographs, maps, and drawings
illustrate past and future visions for the Charles and document the river's place in Boston's history.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Inventing the Charles
River. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Daniel Grinder:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important usually. The book Inventing the Charles River was making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve
Inventing the Charles River is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with the book Inventing the Charles River. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Paula Cofield:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Inventing the Charles
River suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Inventing the Charles Riveris the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Norma Harrell:

Beside this kind of Inventing the Charles River in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Inventing the Charles River because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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