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When Ann Richards delivered the keynote of the 1988 Democratic National Convention and mocked
President George H. W. Bush—"Poor George, he can't help it. He was born with a silver foot in his
mouth"—she instantly became a media celebrity and triggered a rivalry that would alter the course of
American history. In 1990, Richards won the governorship of Texas, upsetting the GOP's colorful rancher
and oilman Clayton Williams. The first ardent feminist elected to high office in America, she opened up
public service to women, blacks, Hispanics, Asian Americans, gays, and the disabled. Her progressive
achievements and the force of her personality created a lasting legacy that far transcends her rise and fall as
governor of Texas.

In Let the People In, Jan Reid draws on his long friendship with Richards, interviews with her family and
many of her closest associates, her unpublished correspondence with longtime companion Bud Shrake, and
extensive research to tell a very personal, human story of Ann Richards's remarkable rise to power as a
liberal Democrat in a conservative Republican state. Reid traces the whole arc of Richards's life, beginning
with her youth in Waco, her marriage to attorney David Richards, her frustration and boredom with being a
young housewife and mother in Dallas, and her shocking encounters with Lyndon Johnson and Jimmy
Carter. He follows Richards to Austin and the wild 1970s scene and describes her painful but successful
struggle against alcoholism. He tells the full, inside story of Richards's rise from county office and the state
treasurer's office to the governorship, where she championed gun control, prison reform, environmental
protection, and school finance reform, and he explains why she lost her reelection bid to George W. Bush,
which evened his family's score and launched him toward the presidency. Reid describes Richards's final
years as a world traveler, lobbyist, public speaker, and mentor and inspiration to office holders, including
Hillary Clinton. His nuanced portrait reveals a complex woman who battled her own frailties and a good-
old-boy establishment to claim a place on the national political stage and prove "what can happen in
government if we simply open the doors and let the people in."
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From reader reviews:

James Dickens:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards.

Michael Mantz:

The knowledge that you get from Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards is a more deep you
looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Let the People In: The Life and Times
of Ann Richards instantly.

Florinda Redfern:

The reserve with title Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards has lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

George Hoffman:

Beside this Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards in your phone, it can give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Let the People In: The Life and Times of Ann Richards because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
today!
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