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This is the first English-language military history of what the People's Republic of China called the "War to
Resist U.S. Aggression and Aid Korea." Based upon a vast array of recently available Chinese sources, it
provides a revealing new look at the far-reaching influence of Mao Zedong's political and military thought
on China's conduct of the war.

As Shu Guang Zhang reminds us, many observers in 1950 thought it foolhardy for this young and
underdeveloped communist nation to engage in yet another war. Coming so soon after its costly civil war
with the Nationalists, the Korean crisis presented China with the uninviting prospect of fighting a
technologically superior (and nuclear-armed) opponent on foreign terrain.

Mao, however, was convinced from more than a decade of fighting against the Japanese and the Nationalists
that political gain and warfare were inseparable. ("Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun," he'd
declared as early as 1927.) Zhang argues that war in Korea offered Mao yet another opportunity to expand
and consolidate his political power at home, while at the same time uniting the Chinese proletariat against
Yankee imperialism and proving to the international community that China had arrived as a major world
power.

As Zhang shows, Mao's decision to go to war against the United States was guided by a devoutly romantic
belief that human forces would always triumph over modern technology. Victory, according to Mao, did not
necessarily go to those who had bigger and better guns. It was reserved instead for those who possessed an
unwavering commitment to a superior cause.

Merging the martial thought of both Clausewitz and Sun-Tze with Marx's concept of class struggle, Mao
galvanized China's military and citizenry at every level to fight a people's war against Yankee imperialism.
Fueled by Mao's call to safeguard China and East Asia from American invasions, the Chinese showed how a
relatively outgunned but inspired fighting force could deprive a technologically superior opponent of victory
in a limited war. As Zhang concludes, subsequent conflicts in Vietnam and elsewhere have proven the value
of that lesson.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

The book Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean War, 1950-1953 (Modern War Studies) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean War, 1950-
1953 (Modern War Studies) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open and read a guide Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean War, 1950-1953 (Modern
War Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Donald Farrell:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the
Korean War, 1950-1953 (Modern War Studies) as your daily resource information.

Lorraine Edler:

This Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean War, 1950-1953 (Modern War Studies) is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean
War, 1950-1953 (Modern War Studies) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type
for your better life and also knowledge.

Howard Benedict:

You can find this Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean War, 1950-1953 (Modern War
Studies) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by



written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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