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Winner of the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize
A New York Times Notable Book of the Year
Winner of the Whiting Writers' Award
A Seattle Post-Intelligencer Best Book of the Year

Catfish and Mandala is the story of an American odyssey?a solo bicycle voyage around the Pacific Rim to
Vietnam?made by a young Vietnamese-American man in pursuit of both his adopted homeland and his
forsaken fatherland.

Andrew X. Pham was born in Vietnam and raised in California. His father had been a POW of the Vietcong;
his family came to America as "boat people." Following the suicide of his sister, Pham quit his job, sold all
of his possessions, and embarked on a year-long bicycle journey that took him through the Mexican desert,
around a thousand-mile loop from Narita to Kyoto in Japan; and, after five months and 2,357 miles, to
Saigon, where he finds "nothing familiar in the bombed-out darkness." In Vietnam, he's taken for Japanese or
Korean by his countrymen, except, of course, by his relatives, who doubt that as a Vietnamese he has the
stamina to complete his journey ("Only Westerners can do it"); and in the United States he's considered
anything but American. A vibrant, picaresque memoir written with narrative flair and an eye-opening sense
of adventure, Catfish and Mandala is an unforgettable search for cultural identity.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

The event that you get from Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and
Memory of Vietnam could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more
you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Catfish and
Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam giving you joy feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the
Landscape and Memory of Vietnam instantly.

Joseph Cosgrove:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage
Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam why because the great cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Stephen Harvey:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of
Vietnam provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Anthony Malloy:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled
Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam or even others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other



case, beside science publication, any other book likes Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage
Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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