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Scattered over much of the world throughout most of their history, are the Jews one people or many? How
do they resemble and how do they differ from Jews in other places and times? What have their relationships
been to the cultures of their neighbors? To address these and similar questions, some of the finest scholars of
our day have contributed their insights to Cultures of the Jews, a winner of the National Jewish Book Award
upon its hardcover publication in 2002.

Constructing their essays around specific cultural artifacts that were created in the period and locale under
study, the contributors describe the cultural interactions among different Jews–from rabbis and scholars to
non-elite groups, including women–as well as between Jews and the surrounding non-Jewish world. What
they conclude is that although Jews have always had their own autonomous traditions, Jewish identity cannot
be considered the fixed product of either ancient ethnic or religious origins. Rather, it has shifted and
assumed new forms in response to the cultural environment in which the Jews have lived.

Mediterranean Origins, the first volume in Cultures of the Jews, describes the concept of the “People” or
“Nation” of Israel that emerges in the Hebrew Bible and the culture of the Israelites in relation to that of
neighboring Canaanite groups. It also discusses Jewish cultures in Babylonia, in Palestine during the Greco-
Roman and Byzantine periods, and in Arabia during the formative years of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

This Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins without we know teach the one who
studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1:
Mediterranean Origins can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1:
Mediterranean Origins having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Sergio Hawkinson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Cultures of
the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Maria Gray:

The particular book Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Elizabeth McNeal:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean
Origins to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book Cultures of the Jews, Volume 1: Mediterranean Origins can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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