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A memoir-meets-exposé that examines our fraught relationship with the West and our attempts to
clean up a toxic environmental legacy
 
 
In 2002, Texas journalist Brad Tyer strapped a canoe on his truck and moved to Montana, a state that has
long exerted a mythic pull on America’s imagination as an unspoiled landscape. The son of an engineer who
reclaimed wastewater, Tyer was looking for a pristine river to call his own. What he found instead was a
century’s worth of industrial poison clotting the Clark Fork River, a decades-long engineering project to
clean it up, and a forgotten town named Opportunity.
 
At the turn of the nineteenth century, Montana exploited the richest copper deposits in the world, fueling the
electric growth of twentieth-century America and building some of the nation’s most outlandish fortunes.
The toxic by-product of those fortunes—what didn’t spill into the river—was dumped in Opportunity.
 
In the twenty-first century, Montana’s draw is no longer metal but landscape: the blue-ribbon trout streams
and unspoiled wilderness of the nation’s “last best place.” To match reality to the myth, affluent exurbanites
and well-meaning environmentalists are trying to restore the Clark Fork River to its “natural state.” In the
process, millions of tons of toxic soils are being removed and dumped—once again—in Opportunity. As
Tyer investigates Opportunity’s history, he wrestles with questions of environmental justice and the ethics of
burdening one community with an entire region’s waste.
 
Stalled at the intersection of a fading extractive economy and a fledgling restoration boom, Opportunity’s
story is a secret history of the American Dream and a key to understanding the country’s—and increasingly
the globe’s—demand for modern convenience.
 
As Tyer explores the degradations of the landscape, he also probes the parallel emotional geography of
familial estrangement. Part personal history and part reportorial narrative, Opportunity, Montana is a story of
progress and its price: of copper and water, of father and son, and of our attempts to redeem the mistakes of
the past.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Opportunity, Montana:
Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the
Burial of an American Landscapeis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Raymond Floyd:

The guide untitled Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial of an American Landscape
is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the
Burial of an American Landscape from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Tara Smith:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the
Burial of an American Landscape it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Mark Morrow:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Opportunity, Montana: Big Copper, Bad Water, and the Burial
of an American Landscape why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th



sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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