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Shakespeare in Theory: The Postmodern Academy and the Early Modern Theater offers a provocative,
highly original premise: that present-day literary criticism and theory have been shaped by the same
institutional forces that shaped the theater of Shakespeare's day. Stephen Bretzius argues that Shakespeare's
poetry and drama have been central to the development of postwar literary and cultural criticism, not just
because his works validate these various critical approaches, but because the approaches variously replay his
works, from the theater of the Renaissance to the contemporary American university. Where early modern
theater once usurped the university, the postmodern university now refashions the theater, recasting in a
theoretical register the same disappearing subjects, ideological contradictions, and imperialist illusions that it
uncovers in Shakespeare.
Individual chapters provide provocative interpretations of various postwar critical schools and
Shakespearean dramas, including the New Historicism and Hamlet, feminism and The Taming of the Shrew,
pragmatism and Henry V. Other approaches, including psychoanalysis, multiculturalism, feminism,
deconstruction, and nuclear criticism are brought to bear on Love's Labor Lost, Julius Caesar, and Othello. A
final chapter on Shakespeare and the Beatles provides a lively conclusion to an imaginative and thought-
provoking volume.
"A wonderful book, both witty and incisive in its analysis of cold war literary theory. Bretzius proves the
astounding thesis that Shakespearean plot provides the archetypes of theoretical desire for the postwar
academy. Paul de Man, Jacques Derrida, Stephen Greenblatt, René Girard, Joel Fineman, pragmatists and
feminists alike, appear among the cast of characters in the postmodern play-within-a-play called the
'University.' Bretzius's strong readings of Shakespeare and literary theory will instruct Renaissance and
theory scholars alike and amuse a wide audience of readers." --Tobin Siebers, University of Michigan
Stephen Bretzius is Lecturer, Chaffey College.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

The book Shakespeare in Theory: The Postmodern Academy and the Early Modern Theater make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a
book Shakespeare in Theory: The Postmodern Academy and the Early Modern Theater to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a publication Shakespeare in Theory:
The Postmodern Academy and the Early Modern Theater. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Tammy Jones:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Shakespeare in Theory: The
Postmodern Academy and the Early Modern Theater. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Sarah Luis:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Shakespeare in Theory: The Postmodern
Academy and the Early Modern Theater book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Donna Davis:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list will be Shakespeare in Theory: The Postmodern Academy and
the Early Modern Theater. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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