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In late December 1914, German and British soldiers on the western front initiated a series of impromptu,
unofficial ceasefires. Enlisted men across No Man's Land abandoned their trenches and crossed enemy lines
to sing carols, share food and cigarettes, and even play a little soccer. Collectively known as the Christmas
Truce, these fleeting moments of peace occupy a mythical place in remembrances of World War I. Yet new
accounts suggest that the heartwarming tale ingrained in the popular imagination bears little resemblance to
the truth.

In this detailed study, Terri Blom Crocker provides the first comprehensive analysis of both scholarly and
popular portrayals of the Christmas Truce from 1914 to present. From books by influential historians to the
Oscar-nominated French film Joyeux Noel (2006), this new examination shows how a variety of works have
both explored and enshrined this outbreak of peace amid overwhelming violence. The vast majority of these
accounts depict the soldiers as acting in defiance of their superiors. Crocker, however, analyzes official
accounts as well as private letters that reveal widespread support among officers for the détentes.
Furthermore, she finds that truce participants describe the temporary ceasefires not as rebellions by
disaffected troops but as acts of humanity and survival by professional soldiers deeply committed to their
respective causes.

The Christmas Truce studies these ceasefires within the wider war, demonstrating how generations of
scholars have promoted interpretations that ignored the nuanced perspectives of the many soldiers who
fought. Crocker's groundbreaking, meticulously researched work challenges conventional analyses and sheds
new light on the history and popular mythology of the War to End All Wars.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Miller:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Christmas Truce: Myth, Memory, and the First World War book
is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer of The Christmas Truce: Myth, Memory, and the First World War content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Christmas Truce: Myth, Memory, and the First
World War is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Scott Peters:

The reserve untitled The Christmas Truce: Myth, Memory, and the First World War is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Christmas Truce: Myth, Memory,
and the First World War from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Walker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Christmas Truce: Myth,
Memory, and the First World War which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.

Donna Muniz:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Christmas Truce: Myth, Memory, and the First World War can
make you feel more interested to read.
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