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Summary

Ivan Ilyich lives a carefree life that is "most simple and most ordinary and therefore most terrible". Like
everyone he knows, he spends his life climbing the social ladder. Enduring marriage to a woman whom he
often finds too demanding, he works his way up to be a magistrate, thanks to the influence he has over a
friend who has just been promoted, focusing more on his work as his family life becomes less tolerable.
While hanging curtains for his new home one day, he falls awkwardly and hurts his side. Though he does not
think much of it at first, he begins to suffer from a pain in his side. As his discomfort grows, his behavior
towards his family becomes more irritable. His wife finally insists that he visit a physician. The physician
cannot pinpoint the source of his malady, but soon it becomes clear that his condition is terminal. Confronted
with his diagnosis, Ivan attempts every remedy he can to obtain a cure for his worsening situation until the
pain grows so intense he is forced to cease working and spend the remainder of his days in bed. Here, he is
brought face to face with his mortality, and realizes that although he knows of it, he does not truly grasp it.
During the long and painful process of death, Ivan dwells on the idea that he does not deserve his suffering
because he has lived rightly. If he had not lived a good life, there could be a reason for his pain; but he has,
so pain and death must be arbitrary and senseless. As he begins to hate his family for avoiding the subject of
his death, for pretending he is only sick and not dying, he finds his only comfort in his peasant boy servant
Gerasim, the only person in Ivan's life who does not fear death, and also the only one who, apart from his
own son, shows compassion for him. Ivan begins to question whether he has, in fact, lived a good life.
In the final days of his life, Ivan makes a clear split between an artificial life, such as his own, which masks
the true meaning of life and makes one fear death, and an authentic life, the life of Gerasim. Authentic life is
marked by compassion and sympathy; the artificial life by self-interest. Then "some force" strikes Ivan in the
chest and side, and he is brought into the presence of a bright light. His hand falls onto his nearby son's head,
and Ivan pities his son. He no longer hates his daughter or wife, but rather feels pity for them, and hopes his
death will release them. In so doing, his terror of death leaves him, and as Tolstoy suggests, death itself
disappears.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Death of Ivan Ilyich book as basic
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kurt Haney:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Death of Ivan Ilyich.

Kristen Hamilton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
reserve. The book The Death of Ivan Ilyich it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Lauren Allison:

This The Death of Ivan Ilyich is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details
accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Death of Ivan Ilyich
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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