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In this engaging volume, Daniel Gardner explains the way in which the Four Books--Great Learning,
Analects, Mencius, and Maintaining Perfect Balance--have been read and understood by the Chinese since
the twelfth century. Selected passages in translation are accompanied by Gardner's comments, which
incorporate selections from the commentary and interpretation of the renowned Neo-Confucian thinker, Zhu
Xi (1130-1200).

This study provides an ideal introduction to the basic texts in the Confucian tradition from the twelfth
through the twentieth centuries. It guides the reader through Zhu Xi's influential interpretation of the Four
Books, showing how Zhu, through the genre of commentary, gave new coherence and meaning to these
foundational texts. Since the Four Books with Zhu Xi's commentary served as the basic textbook for Chinese
schooling and the civil service examinations for more than seven hundred years, this book illustrates as well
the nature of the standard Chinese educational curriculum.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Walker:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Four Books: The Basic
Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or acceptable book with you?

Sandra Byrom:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just
their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later
Confucian Tradition to read.

Scott Manuel:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Four
Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition, you can tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

James Butler:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Four Books: The Basic
Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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