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Alexis de Tocqueville was among the first to draw attention to Americans’ propensity to form voluntary
associations—and to join them with a fervor and frequency unmatched anywhere in the world. For nearly
two centuries, we have sought to understand how and why early nineteenth-century Americans were, in
Tocqueville’s words, “forever forming associations.” In The Making of Tocqueville’s America, Kevin
Butterfield argues that to understand this, we need to first ask: what did membership really mean to the
growing number of affiliated Americans?

Butterfield explains that the first generations of American citizens found in the concept of membership—in
churches, fraternities, reform societies, labor unions, and private business corporations—a mechanism to
balance the tension between collective action and personal autonomy, something they accomplished by
emphasizing law and procedural fairness. As this post-Revolutionary procedural culture developed, so too
did the legal substructure of American civil society. Tocqueville, then, was wrong to see associations as the
training ground for democracy, where people learned to honor one another’s voices and perspectives. Rather,
they were the training ground for something no less valuable to the success of the American democratic
experiment: increasingly formal and legalistic relations among people.
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From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Making of Tocqueville's
America: Law and Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Margaret Head:

The ability that you get from The Making of Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early
United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) may be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but The Making of Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early United States (American
Beginnings, 1500-1900) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Making of
Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900)
instantly.

Justin Pritchett:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Making of Tocqueville's America:
Law and Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900), you may enjoy both. It
is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Roger Richmond:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Making of Tocqueville's America:
Law and Association in the Early United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation The Making of Tocqueville's America: Law and Association in the Early



United States (American Beginnings, 1500-1900) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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