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James K. Polk was one of the strongest and most active presidents ever to occupy the office. In the
nineteenth century only Jefferson, Jackson, and Lincoln matched his overall leadership and domination of
national government. Bergeron's crisp, insightful narrative shows how and why Polk achieved such stature
and yet failed to attract the kind of popular support or retrospective recognition granted other presidential
luminaries.

A native of North Carolina, Polk prepared for the presidency by honing his leadership skills as a seven-term
congressman, speaker of the house, and governor of Tennessee. Bergeron's summary and analysis of those
years shed light on the foundations of the presidency that followed. He provides fresh new perspectives on
Polk's relationship with his cabinet, his skirmishes with Congress over domestic economic legislation, and
the curse of presidential patronage.

But perhaps the most fascinating portions of this study are devoted to Polk's role as the western expansionist.
By the end of his term, the United States had acquired enormous territories in the Southwest and far West.
Bergeron demonstrates that Polk adroitly used both war and diplomacy to acquire and protect these lands.
When the annexation of Texas led to the outbreak of war with Mexico, Polk was forced to become
commander-in-chief of the American forces. In contrast, the potentially explosive dispute with Great Britain
over Oregon's borders was settled through purely diplomatic means. Norman A. Graebner, in America's Top
Ten Presidents, declares, "Polk's achievements in diplomacy were among the most remarkable in American
history."

Drawing upon a careful review of the extensive literature on our eleventh president, as well as Polk's
personal diary, Bergeron has written a significant and balanced reassessment of the Polk presidency. In the
process, he has also created a revealing portrait of a complex man who led the nation with imperial
determination tempered with compassion, generosity, and even humor.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Philip:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Presidency of James K. Polk (American
Presidency Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important the book The Presidency of James K. Polk (American Presidency Series). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Anthony Flowers:

This The Presidency of James K. Polk (American Presidency Series) are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Presidency of James K. Polk (American
Presidency Series) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Presidency of James K. Polk (American Presidency Series)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Carman Robertson:

This The Presidency of James K. Polk (American Presidency Series) is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Presidency of James K. Polk (American Presidency Series) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you
world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Donald Goodman:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book The Presidency of
James K. Polk (American Presidency Series) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?



To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Presidency of James K. Polk (American
Presidency Series). You can more appealing than now.
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