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Robert Cavelier de La Salle: daring explorer, empire builder, shaper of history—and shameless schemer who
abused his followers and deceived his king. In The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle, acclaimed
historian Robert S. Weddle reveals how La Salle and his closest associates spun a web of secrecy and
falsehood about their travels, dissembled their objectives, and put their own spin on his exploits by
suppressing other would-be diarists. Weddle’s study represents a major revision of the story of La Salle and
his times as they have been traditionally understood, with few of the major characters in the epic tale
emerging unscathed. Even his death was misreported by survivors of the French colony in Spanish-claimed
territory as they sought to save themselves.

This book had its genesis in the Texas Historical Commission’s 1995 discovery in Matagorda Bay, along the
Texas coast, of the wreck of La Belle, the last of four vessels that La Salle brought to America on his final
mission. Artifacts salvaged from the ship shed new light on the efforts of La Salle and his two hundred
colonists to establish the first European settlement between Florida and Mexico, a settlement that has been
erroneously labeled Fort-Saint-Louis.

As history provided the clues that led to this archaeological discovery, so archaeology now fills in the blanks
of history, raising a host of new questions about the ill-starred colony. Weddle marshals the evidence to
answer those questions, reframing the old picture of one of France’s premier American explorers in the light
of new discovery and setting the record straight.

Weddle’s exhaustive research has resulted in a work not limited to La Salle’s final misadventures in Texas.
Rather, he chronicles the explorer’s activities throughout his travels in North America, drawing on several
unpublished sources to provide a more accurate picture of La Salle, both as private individual and as
legendary explorer.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

This The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48:
Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) can bring when you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Betsy Aguilar:

The book The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of
Former Students, Texas A&M University) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book
very ideal to you. The book The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of
the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Susan Negri:

The actual book The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle (Number 48: Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Hilary Winters:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Wreck of the Belle, the Ruin of La Salle
(Number 48: Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking



upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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