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“Warner powerfully demonstrates the role of food in shaping and defining social identity as it pertains to
African American life in the racialized United States. His careful analysis of archaeological materials
supplemented with other sources such as quilts and blues lyrics—sources seldom used in historical
archaeology—is instructive and inspiring.”—Charles E. Orser Jr., author of The Archaeology of Race and
Racialization in Historic America
 
“A long-awaited and much-needed contribution to the study of urban African American identity through the
zooarchaeological study of an extended African American family household in the Chesapeake. Warner
makes a powerful case for the utility of faunal analysis in historical archaeology.”—Kenneth G. Kelly,
coeditor of French Colonial Archaeology in the Southeast and the Caribbean
 
“Warner’s wide-ranging study significantly expands our understanding of African American foodways,
highlighting the ways people used their everyday decisions about food to help counter forces of racism and
economic oppression.”—David B. Landon, University of Massachusetts Boston
 

In Eating in the Side Room, Mark Warner uses the archaeological data of food remains recovered from
excavations in Annapolis, Maryland, and the Chesapeake to show how African Americans established
identity in the face of pervasive racism and marginalization.
           
By studying the meat purchasing habits of two African American families—the Maynards and the
Burgesses—Warner skillfully demonstrates that while African Americans  were actively participating in a
growing mass consumer society, their food choices subtly yet unequivocally separated them from white
society. The “side rooms” where the two families ate their meals not only satisfied their hunger but also their
need to maintain autonomy from an oppressive culture. As a result, Warner claims, the independence that
African Americans practiced during this time helped prepare their children and grandchildren to overcome
persistent challenges of white oppression.
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From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

The reason why? Because this Eating in the Side Room: Food, Archaeology, and African American Identity
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lorraine Woodward:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal
with may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Eating in the Side Room: Food, Archaeology, and
African American Identity why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Margaret Phillips:

This Eating in the Side Room: Food, Archaeology, and African American Identity is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can point
out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Eating in the Side Room: Food, Archaeology, and African American Identity in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Joe Williams:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Eating in the Side Room: Food, Archaeology,
and African American Identity can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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