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English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom, Second Edition remains a comprehensive, myth-debunking
examination of how L1 features (orthographic system, phonology, morphology) can influence English L2
reading at the “bottom” of the reading process. It provides a thorough but very accessible
linguistic/psycholinguistic examination of the lowest levels of the reading process. It is both theoretical and
practical. The goal is to balance or supplement (not replace) top-down approaches and methodologies with
effective low-level options for teaching English reading. Core linguistic and psycholinguistic concepts are
presented within the context of their application to teaching.
 
The text clearly explains the strategies that readers of other languages develop in response to their own
writing systems (Chinese, Japanese, Arabic, Hebrew, other alphabets, or transparent Roman alphabetic
systems), contrasted with an explanation of the strategies that English readers develop in response to the
opaque orthography of English, and explicates how other low-level processing strategies for L1 morphology
and word formation may aid or hinder processing in English L2 reading acquisition.
 
A complete, balanced reading ideology should be big enough to embrace all reading theories and practices.
In particular, it should be able to accommodate those researchers and teachers who find that attention to the
details of language can also help students learn to read better. Many ESL/EFL teachers are interested in
supplementing their successful whole-language methods with bottom-up reading strategies, but aren’t sure
how to do it. This book fills that gap.           
 
Changes in the Second Edition:
*updated content in each chapter and clearer organization for the student to make the text more reader
friendly;
*expansion in Chapter 2 on alphabets, writing systems, and a brief history of written English and spelling;
*extended discussion in Chapter 3 of the cognition of written language and reading transfer;
*addition of phonemic, vocal, subvocal, and articulatory development and L2 reading processing in Chapter
4, as well as instructional activities and strategies for teaching these skills to L2 readers;
*elaboration of graphs and graphemes in Chapter 5, including discussion of developing graphemic
knowledge, processing strategies, and their instructional application, and new sections on reading speed,
pattern recognition, and word recognition;
*development of the probabilistic section in Chapter 6, particularly the probabilities in context of L2 reading;
*updated information on the topic of brain activation studies; and
*new treatment of the topic of reading fluency, added in responses to requests from many readers of the first
edition. 
           
Intended for ESL/EFL reading researchers, teacher trainers and teachers, and as a text for MATESOL
students, most chapters contain practical suggestions that teachers can incorporate into whole language
methods to teach beginning or intermediate ESL/EFL  reading (letters, pronunciation, “smart” phonics,
morphemes, and vocabulary acquisition) in a more balanced way. Pre-reading discussion and study questions
are provided to stimulate interest and enhance comprehension. End-of-chapter exercises help readers apply



the concepts.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Terrell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
actual English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Sheila Foxworth:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love English L2 Reading: Getting
to the Bottom (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series), you could enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Kathryn Patterson:

English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in
writing English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) but
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial
pondering.

David Gehrke:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom (ESL & Applied
Linguistics Professional Series) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's
have English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series).
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