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Un descendant de Bédouins fixés à Emèse, en Syrie, passe pour le fils adultérin d'un empereur assassiné. Il
sert passionnément le culte d'un aérolithe qui passe pour figurer le soleil : Elagabal. Il continuerait volontiers
à danser devant l'idole si une grand-mère avide de régner sous son nom ne le faisait proclamer empereur.
Loin de renoncer à sa vocation sacerdotale, l'empereur-prêtre, qu'on surnommera Héliogabale, prétend
imposer à Rome et aux Romains, à la barbe de Jupiter Capitolin, l'adoration de la pierre noire, ramenée des
confins du désert. Rome réagit mal à cette volonté. L'exotisme audiovisuel d'une liturgie barbare choque son
sens de la dignité. De surcroît, l'adolescent joue de son pouvoir pour jouir et régner autrement que ses
prédécesseurs. Les gamineries, les farces cruelles, la gourmandise inventive, la sexualité frustrée ou pseudo-
érotique de ce prince immature ont alimenté la chronique scandaleuse de l'historiographie romaine, qui fait
paradoxalement d'Héliogabale un précurseur du premier empereur chrétien.Ce règne éphémère ressemble
aux Saturnales d'une révolution manquée, le tout sur fond de complot familial, avec une aïeule inquiète de
perdre sa position à la cour et une tante soucieuse de pousser son fils Sévère-Alexandre sur l'échiquier du
pouvoir.Le cadavre de l'empereur-prêtre sera jeté dans le Tibre, en pâture aux poissons qu'il aimait naguère
servir à table.Ancien élève de l'Ecole normale supérieure, ancien membre de l'Ecole française de Rome,
professeur à l'Université de Lyon, Robert Turcan s'est consacré à l'étude des religions du monde romain, en
particulier à l'archéologie figurée du dionysisme et des cultes orientaux (Mithra, Cybèle et Attis).
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Skinner:

Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Lydia Rogers:

This Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French
Edition) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Whitney Martinez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French
Edition) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Nancy Royals:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Heliogabale et le sacre du Soleil (Petite bibliotheque Payot) (French Edition). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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