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A rollicking narrative history of Monte Carlo, capturing its nineteenth-century rise as the world’s first
modern casino-resort and its Jazz Age heyday as infamous playground of the rich.

Monte Carlo has long been known as a dazzling playground for the rich and famous. Less well known are
the shrewd and often ruthless strategies that went into creating such a potent symbol of luxury and
cosmopolitan glamour. As historian Mark Braude reveals in his entertaining and informative Making Monte
Carlo, the world’s first modern casino-resort started as an unlikely prospect—with the legalization of
gambling in tiny Monaco in 1855—and eventually emerged as the most glamorous gambling destination of
the Victorian era. The resort declined in the wake of WWI, and was reinvented, again, to suit the styles and
desires of the new Jazz Age tastemakers, such as F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Gerald and Sarah Murphy,
and Coco Chanel.

Along the way, we encounter a colorful cast of characters, including the fast-talking Francois Blanc (a
professional gambler, stock market manipulator, and founder of Monte Carlo); Basil Zaharoff (notorious
munitions dealer and possible secret owner of the casino in the 1920s); Elsa Maxwell (a brash society figure
and Hollywood maven, hired as the casino’s publicist); Réné Léon (a visionary Jewish businessman, who
revitalized the resort after WWI); Jean Cocteau, Pablo Picasso, and other satellite members of Serge
Diaghilev’s Ballet Russes dance company; as well as Cole Porter, Ernest Hemingway and other American
expats who ‘colonized’ the Riviera in the 1920s.

A rollercoaster history of how a small, rural town grew into the prosperous resort epicenter of the late
nineteenth century and rose again to greatness out of the ashes of WWI, Making Monte Carlo is a classic
rags-to-riches tale set in the most scenic of European settings.
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From reader reviews:

Latosha Page:

This Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle are generally reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and
Spectacle can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Arthur Bailey:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book.
One of them is this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle.

Donald Chen:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and Spectacle provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Helen Albertson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Making Monte Carlo: A History of Speculation and



Spectacle.
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