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Now in paperback, an award-winning look at French salons and the women who presided over them

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, between the reign of Louis XIII and the Revolution, French
aristocratic society developed an art of living based on a refined code of good manners.

Conversation, which began as a way of passing time, eventually became the central ritual of social life. In the
salons, freed from the rigidity of court life, it was women who dictated the rules and presided over exchanges
among socialites, writers, theologians, and statesmen. They contributed decisively to the development of the
modern French language, new literary forms, and debates over philosophical and scientific ideas.

With a cast of characters both famous and unknown, ranging from the Marquise de Rambouillet to Madame
de Sta‘l, and including figures like Ninon de Lenclos, the Marquise de Sevigne, and Madame de Lafayette,
as well as Pascal, La Rochefoucauld, Diderot, and Voltaire, Benedetta Craveri traces the history of this
worldly society that carried the art of sociability to its supreme perfection–and ultimately helped bring on the
Revolution that swept it all away.
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From reader reviews:

Jenni Roberts:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Age of Conversation. Try to make the book The Age of
Conversation as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Susan Tarin:

This The Age of Conversation tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Age of Conversation can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Age of Conversation forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rene Moore:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Age of Conversation e-book written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still skepticism The Age of Conversation as good book not just by the cover but
also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Raul Miller:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Age of Conversation this reserve consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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