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The Beautiful Music All Around Us presents the extraordinarily rich backstories of thirteen performances
captured on Library of Congress field recordings between 1934 and 1942 in locations reaching from
Southern Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta and the Great Plains. Including the children's play song
"Shortenin' Bread," the fiddle tune "Bonaparte's Retreat," the blues "Another Man Done Gone," and the
spiritual "Ain't No Grave Can Hold My Body Down," these performances were recorded in kitchens and
churches, on porches and in prisons, in hotel rooms and school auditoriums. Documented during the golden
age of the Library of Congress recordings, they capture not only the words and tunes of traditional songs but
also the sounds of life in which the performances were embedded: children laugh, neighbors comment,
trucks pass by.

Musician and researcher Stephen Wade sought out the performers on these recordings, their families, fellow
musicians, and others who remembered them. He reconstructs the sights and sounds of the recording sessions
themselves and how the music worked in all their lives. Some of these performers developed musical
reputations beyond these field recordings, but for many, these tracks represent their only appearances on
record: prisoners at the Arkansas State Penitentiary jumping on "the Library's recording machine" in a
rendering of "Rock Island Line"; Ora Dell Graham being called away from the schoolyard to sing the jump-
rope rhyme "Pullin' the Skiff"; Luther Strong shaking off a hungover night in jail and borrowing a fiddle to
rip into "Glory in the Meetinghouse."

Alongside loving and expert profiles of these performers and their locales and communities, Wade also
untangles the histories of these iconic songs and tunes, tracing them through slave songs and spirituals,
British and homegrown ballads, fiddle contests, gospel quartets, and labor laments. By exploring how these
singers and instrumentalists exerted their own creativity on inherited forms, "amplifying tradition's gifts,"
Wade shows how a single artist can make a difference within a democracy.

Reflecting decades of research and detective work, the profiles and abundant photos in The Beautiful Music
All Around Us bring to life largely unheralded individuals--domestics, farm laborers, state prisoners,
schoolchildren, cowboys, housewives and mothers, loggers and miners--whose music has become part of the
wider American musical soundscape. The hardcover edition  also includes an accompanying CD that
presents these thirteen performances, songs and sounds of America in the 1930s and '40s.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Daniels:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and the
American Experience (Music in American Life) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Ann Potter:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and the American Experience (Music in
American Life) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Monica Philson:

This The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and the American Experience (Music in
American Life) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and
the American Experience (Music in American Life) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

James Melendez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for



yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and
the American Experience (Music in American Life) can make you experience more interested to read.
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