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It all started with von Neumann and Morgenstern half a century ago. Their Theory of Games and Economic
Behavior gave birth to a whole new area of mathematics concerned with the formal problems of rational
decision as experienced by multiple agents. Now, game theory is all around us, making its way even into
regular conversations. In the present book, Mehlmann presents mathematical foundations and concepts
illustrated via social quandaries, mock political battles, evolutionary confrontations, economic struggles, and
literary conflict. Most of the standard models--the prisoners' dilemma, the arms race, evolution, duels, the
game of chicken, etc.--are here. Many non-standard examples are also here: the Legend of Faust, shootouts
in the movies, the Madness of Odysseus, to name a few.

The author uses familiar formulas, fables, and paradoxes to guide readers through what he calls the "hall of
mirrors of strategic decision-making". His light-hearted excursion into the world of strategic calculation
shows that even deep insights into the nature of strategic thought can be elucidated by games, puzzles, and
diversions.

Originally written in German and published by Vieweg-Verlag, this AMS edition is a translation tailored for
the English-speaking reader. It offers an intriguing look at myths and paradoxes through the lens of game
theory, bringing the mathematics into sharper focus at the same time. This book is a must for those who wish
to consider game theory from a different perspective: one that embraces science, literature, and real-life
conflict.

The Game's Afoot! would make an excellent book for an undergraduate course in game theory. It can also be
used for independent study or as supplementary course reading. The connections to literature, films and
everyday life also make it highly suitable as a text for a challenging course for non-majors. Its refreshing
style and amusing combination of game theoretic analysis and cultural issues even make it appealing as
recreational reading.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

This The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student
Mathematical Library, V. 5) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Game's
Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical
Library, V. 5) without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library,
Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Game's
Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical
Library, V. 5) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Staci Eager:

Here thing why that The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library,
Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The
Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student
Mathematical Library, V. 5) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no publication that similar with The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox
(Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in
Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5) in e-book
can be your option.

Nancy Brown:

This book untitled The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student Mathematical Library,
Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this book from your list.



Janice Hayes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and
Paradox (Student Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5) e-book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation The Game's Afoot! Game Theory in Myth and Paradox (Student
Mathematical Library, Vol. 5) (Student Mathematical Library, V. 5) as good book not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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