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In her most accessible, commercial novel yet, the “supremely perceptive writer of formidable skill and
intelligence (New York Times Book Review) turns her astute eye to a dramatic family reunion, where
simmering tensions and secrets come to a head over three long, hot summer weeks.

With five novels and two collections of stories, Tessa Hadley has earned a reputation as a fiction writer of
remarkable gifts. She brings all of her considerable skill and an irresistible setup to The Past, a novel in
which three sisters, a brother, and their children assemble at their country house.

These three weeks may be their last time there; the upkeep is prohibitive, and they may be forced to sell this
beloved house filled with memories of their shared past (their mother took them there to live when she left
their father). Yet beneath the idyllic pastoral surface, hidden passions, devastating secrets, and dangerous
hostilities threaten to consume them.

Sophisticated and sleek, Roland’s new wife (his third) arouses his sisters’ jealousies and insecurities. Kasim,
the twenty-year-old son of Alice’s ex-boyfriend, becomes enchanted with Molly, Roland’s sixteen-year-old
daughter. Fran’s young children make an unsettling discovery in a dilapidated cottage in the woods that
shatters their innocence. Passion erupts where it’s least expected, leveling the quiet self-possession of
Harriet, the eldest sister.

Over the course of this summer holiday, the family’s stories and silences intertwine, small disturbances build
into familial crises, and a way of life—bourgeois, literate, ritualized, Anglican—winds down to its inevitable
end.

With subtle precision and deep compassion, Tessa Hadley brilliantly evokes a brewing storm of lust and
envy, the indelible connections of memory and affection, the fierce, nostalgic beauty of the natural world,
and the shifting currents of history running beneath the surface of these seemingly steady lives. The result is
a novel of breathtaking skill and scope that showcases this major writer’s extraordinary talents.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Past: A Novel. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Past: A Novel. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Jonathan Zahn:

The book The Past: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Past: A Novel being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open and read a book The Past: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kevin Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Past: A Novel as the daily resource
information.

Christine Brooks:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Past: A Novel your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The The
Past: A Novel giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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